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VFF acknowledges Bellarine Branch
The VFF Livestock Group would like to extend their congratulations to
representatives of the Bellarine Branch for representing our members
and organisation surrounding the issue of the Geelong Saleyards.
We are pleased that Greater City of Geelong
has been able to recognise its value for
the local livestock producers to buy and
sell smaller lines of stock that cannot be
marketed directly to abattoirs, feedlots or
at larger Saleyards. It certainly is a big win
for our regional branch and users of the
Saleyard. This is an excellent example of
how a subsidiary of representatives can
work together for common success.
The VFF’s success is only obtained thanks
to the contribution of members and their
representatives, and this is an important
thing to take pride in.

What now for the saleyards?

We are assisting the COGG in the strategic
planning of the Geelong Saleyard to ensure
a permanent plan is secured for the future.

Though for the short the Saleyard has
been reopened, planning for a sustainable
livestock trading hub in the Geelong region
requires more than temporarily reopening
the Saleyard. Considerations around the
creation of new bureaucracies or the
merging of existing plans need to be made.
We believe it will require:
• A guarantee of a permanent saleyard to
service the region
• The saleyard is of satisfactory standard
and meets the requirements for NLIS
technology adoption
• The City of Greater Geelong is
responsible for the long-term provision
We expect to work closely with the COGG for
an outcome that will best service our local
livestock producers in the Geelong region.

Leptospirosis and you

Leptospirosis, or ‘Lepto’, is an infectious disease affecting primarily
cattle. The cause of Lepto is the bacterium Leptospira and in Victoria
there are two prominent strains, L. hardjo and L. pomona.
The bacterium is spread through urine, with a single drop alone having
the potential to host 10,000 Leptopsires.
“Lepto only occurs in high rainfall areas”
Recent statistics from animal health company
Zoetis reveal a presence of Lepto in the North
West and Central regions of Victoria.

Lepto is a notifiable disease in Victoria. It
can be transmitted to humans, simply as a
single drop of urine flicked from a passing
cow’s tail, or assisting during calving.
The effects of Lepto vary. In cows, effects
can include:
• abortion
• still births
• reduced fertility
• kidney milk spots.
In calves:
• severe illness such as jaundice or
anaemia
• individual calf death
• multiple calf deaths.
In humans the effects are also severe and
can result in people being out of action for
months. Symptoms include:
• severe flu-like symptoms often resulting
in hospitalisation
• headaches and chills.
There are a number of myths surrounding
Lepto and its management:

“Only heifers needed to be vaccinated for
Lepto”
Cows which have been previously infected,
or vaccinated, provide immunity to calves
through antibodies in colostrum. However,
it is still important to vaccinate all calves,
steers and bulls in order to prevent chronic
kidney infection and shedding of leptospires
in the urine.
Vaccinating against Lepto also provides
protection for you, your family and workers
with Lepto remaining a significant workplace
health and safety issue.
For more information, contact Livestock
Health & Biosecurity Victoria’s Catherine
James on 0418 360 470, cjames@vff.org.au,
Kimberley Henman 0428 580 476,
khenman@vff.org.au or on Twitter @vff_LHBV

Where to next for objective
carcass measurement?

Meat and Livestock Australia’s Christopher
Ruberg provided great insight into recent
research and development of objective
carcass measurement at the recent Livestock
Health and Biosecurity Victoria event at
Milawa. Mr. Ruberg highlighted that recent
grants being applied to advanced livestock
measurement technologies are being
managed to maintain accuracy and precision.
The benefits predicted to improve:
•
•
•
•

industry confidence and transparency
on-farm and off-farm decisions
processing efficiency, and
improved market allocation.

The dual energy scanning being applied
at a facility in Bordertown has already
demonstrated results in lamb. MLA believes
this will contribute to a faster roll out for
related technology in beef.
The predicted on-farm benefits of such
technology include:
• improved data and decisions towards
accelerated genetic gains
• targeted livestock for market requirement
and profit
• improved feed utilisation targeting fat
composition
• improved livestock health and related
decisions.
We are grateful to MLA for making the time
to provide some insight into this long
awaited technology.

