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1. What local infrastructure priorities will you support to help 

benefit farming business/communities in the electorate you are 

running for? 

 

2. How will you (or your party) address the agriculture labour crisis 

and support farmers in getting the workers they need on-farm? 

 
Background: Australia’s agricultural industry is experiencing widespread labour challenges 
which threaten the viability of many farming businesses. These challenges have been 
compounded by COVID-19, and border restrictions which have severed access to overseas 
workers. Labour shortages result in produce going uncultivated and unpicked; productivity 
being choked; and the viability of farm businesses being challenged. The next Australian 
Government must act urgently to attract domestic and overseas workers to end this crisis. 
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RESPONSE: 



 
 

3. How will you (or your party) work to safeguard Australia’s farm 
sector from future supply chain disruptions?  
 
Background: Agricultural supply chains stretch deep into global markets, enabling Australian 
farmers to sell their produce across the world. Recent turbulence in the global economy has disrupted 
many of these supply chains. Export and critical input supply chains, such as fuel, fuel additives, 
agricultural chemicals and fertilisers, almost came to a grinding halt in 2021. These near misses 
threatened to have a profound impact on Australia’s economy and society. Action is needed as 
Australia transitions to a ‘new normal’ for international trade and supply chains. Australia needs a 
collective government-industry civil society approach to establishing robust contingencies for the 
next inevitable supply chain disruption, and a strategy for domestic manufacturing strategy for 
highly-vulnerable critical inputs. 

 

4. How will you (or your party) support farmers to access the 

telecommunications services needed to grow their businesses?   

 

Background: Australia’s farm sector has a vision to be Australia’s next $100 billion dollar 
industry by 2030. Achieving this vision requires significant innovation – including in how we 
connect regional Australians to critical telecommunications services. Economic modelling has 
found that adoption of digital agriculture can add an estimated $20.3 billion to farm output, 
and lift the Australian economy by an estimated 1.5% ($24.6 billion) by 2030. Of course, 
realising this potential requires adequate connectivity for farms – regardless of how remote 
they are.  
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5. How will you (or your party) arm farmers with the information 

and tools needed to respond to a changing climate and to 

participate in carbon markets? 

 
Background: Climate change will play a major role in Australian agriculture’s next decade, 
exacerbating climate risk while creating diverse new income opportunities. The VFF supports 
an economy-wide aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050 provided:   
 

- there are identifiable and economically viable pathways to net neutrality, including 
impacts from inputs such as energy; and  
 

- Commonwealth and State legislation is effective, equitable and helps deliver on-
ground programs that benefit agricultural interests and do not create unnecessary 
regulatory impediments.  
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	Candidate Name: Craige Kensen
	Party: United Australia Party
	Electorate: Wannon
	RESPONSE: Unelected Burecrats need to be reduced, contained and justify their position within the farming communities.The money saved from their ballooning salaries can then  be reinvested into helping the farming community. 
For too long it has been weighted the wrong way. 
They should be helping not hindering our farmers. UAP will not allow foreign ownership of our water or land. It will be taken back. 
Agricultural land is the secret to our sovereignty and the UAP will not allow prime agricultural land to be used as windfarm or solar panel collectors. Farmers are our future food supply and as such are highly respected by the UAP who are already releasing policies to maintain this respect.
	RESPONSE_2: We will not mandate any Australians or close any borders. Australians can go back to work free from these dictators that have crippled the labour market for available jobs. 
In my own town there are 14 farmers looking for people to work. This has caused anxiety and stress as they have to do the work themselves. I have seen the toll this has taken and UAP will never allow mandates or lockdowns again. 
Governments allowed essential services i.e Bunnings, Dan Murphies or Jerry Harvey to open! while family business remained shut. Priorities for farmers when talking to them; are maintaining and enticing staff to work within the industry. 
Difficulties for farmers I have talked too have been bureacratic red tape and never ending regulations. Difficult Visa requirements and  extremely slow processing has been faced by those that have had to bring workers from overseas.
United Australia Party will reduce red tape, speed visa approvals that are non productive for farmers by requiring transparency of its public sector workforce and install an effectice integrity commission for those to justify their decisions and actions.
UAP will remove fees from Universities and TAFE to enable our skills to be improved  for our future skilled workforce required for  farming  and its associated industries.
	RESPONSE_3: UAP policies are all designed to make Australia a sovereign nation. Bring back manufacturing, mining our own resources, creating wealth for our fellow Australians. UAP will place a 15% export license on the best Iron Ore in the world to pay down the crippling debt that these governments have conveniently forgotten to talk about this election! At the moment nearly everything is produced overseas from our resources and then we buy them back at exorbitant prices .Examples of these are; 
Fertilizer for farmers, we used to produce it here...but now is almost fully imported at ever increasing cost
Fuel; Australia has approximately less than 2 to 3 weeks supply in Australia. We mine and drill for oil in Australia and have an unending supply, but we do not process it here. We put it on a boat to Singapore for refining. 
Oh, and then we bring it back. You want to cripple Australia just cut off the fuel supply and we will starve. Farmers will not be able to produce without diesel. These governments have not looked after you,vote them out!
	RESPONSE_4: I am always skeptive of economic modelling. It never seems to follow what the real world exhibits. I will examine this and its effects on the farming community. 
But, I do feel the frustration of having two phones each on different carriers, that cannot be used in many parts of my electorate. They always work in large Capital cities and Towns. 
Farmers are entitled to the same service. They pay their taxes and rates and subscriptions and every other tax and levies they can throw at them. its imperitive to have a stable, reliable telecommunication transmission across the whole electorate. 
It is a basic service that we all should expect and I will see that this is a prority for Wannon.
	RESPONSE_5: The UAP does not support climate change policy. 
Australia emits approximately 0.18% of total world emissions. We need high emitting Countries, like China, India, America to be held accountable and effective with positive change. Data I have seen shows the world to be cooling. 
Australia is in an economic crisis, not a climate crisis It is important to attend to this first as any change in implementing climate change policies by other parties, would spell economic disaster for Australia. 
We are over a trillion dollars in debt, Australians are in mortgage stress with inflationary and Interests rates rising, housing values falling with no policy in place by the Liberal, Labor, Nationals, Greens or Climat200 sponsored Independents to pay down this debt. 
Only the UAP have a policy by introducing a 15% export license on the best Iron Ore in the world to pay down this crippling debt.


