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1. What local infrastructure priorities will you support to help 

benefit farming business/communities in the electorate you are 

running for? 

 

2. How will you (or your party) address the agriculture labour crisis 

and support farmers in getting the workers they need on-farm? 

 
Background: Australia’s agricultural industry is experiencing widespread labour challenges 
which threaten the viability of many farming businesses. These challenges have been 
compounded by COVID-19, and border restrictions which have severed access to overseas 
workers. Labour shortages result in produce going uncultivated and unpicked; productivity 
being choked; and the viability of farm businesses being challenged. The next Australian 
Government must act urgently to attract domestic and overseas workers to end this crisis. 
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3. How will you (or your party) work to safeguard Australia’s farm 
sector from future supply chain disruptions?  
 
Background: Agricultural supply chains stretch deep into global markets, enabling Australian 
farmers to sell their produce across the world. Recent turbulence in the global economy has disrupted 
many of these supply chains. Export and critical input supply chains, such as fuel, fuel additives, 
agricultural chemicals and fertilisers, almost came to a grinding halt in 2021. These near misses 
threatened to have a profound impact on Australia’s economy and society. Action is needed as 
Australia transitions to a ‘new normal’ for international trade and supply chains. Australia needs a 
collective government-industry civil society approach to establishing robust contingencies for the 
next inevitable supply chain disruption, and a strategy for domestic manufacturing strategy for 
highly-vulnerable critical inputs. 

 

4. How will you (or your party) support farmers to access the 

telecommunications services needed to grow their businesses?   

 

Background: Australia’s farm sector has a vision to be Australia’s next $100 billion dollar 
industry by 2030. Achieving this vision requires significant innovation – including in how we 
connect regional Australians to critical telecommunications services. Economic modelling has 
found that adoption of digital agriculture can add an estimated $20.3 billion to farm output, 
and lift the Australian economy by an estimated 1.5% ($24.6 billion) by 2030. Of course, 
realising this potential requires adequate connectivity for farms – regardless of how remote 
they are.  
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5. How will you (or your party) arm farmers with the information 

and tools needed to respond to a changing climate and to 

participate in carbon markets? 

 
Background: Climate change will play a major role in Australian agriculture’s next decade, 
exacerbating climate risk while creating diverse new income opportunities. The VFF supports 
an economy-wide aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050 provided:   
 

- there are identifiable and economically viable pathways to net neutrality, including 
impacts from inputs such as energy; and  
 

- Commonwealth and State legislation is effective, equitable and helps deliver on-
ground programs that benefit agricultural interests and do not create unnecessary 
regulatory impediments.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE: 


	Candidate Name: Deb Leonard
	Party: Independent
	Electorate: Monash
	RESPONSE: As a community nominated independent candidate, it’s important for me to hear from people in the electorate, so I can form policies that best represent the community’s values. When I’ve been meeting with farmers in Monash, the top infrastructure priorities I’ve noted are roads, telecommunications, and electricity costs. If elected, I’ll fight for our community to get our fair share of investment and infrastructure to address these issues.I’m optimistic that I can make a big difference as an independent, because of the example set by Cathy McGowan in Indi, where she was able to get 48 new and upgraded mobile phone tower base stations funded by the Federal and Victorian Government.The most important thing I am committed to do is listen. If you tell me I’ve got the infrastructure priorities wrong, then I’ll adjust. I’m not beholden to a party. I’m standing to represent the people of Monash.
	RESPONSE_2: Farmers have been dealing with workforce shortages for some time now, and border closures have highlighted our vulnerability.I support the recommendations in the National Agricultural Workforce Strategy to ensure farm workers are properly skilled and retained in the workforce. Investing in education through university, TAFE courses and specialist agricultural schools, will attract more workers and lead to improved productivity through the innovation they bring.Seasonal and transient workers are also an important part of the workforce, so we must urgently remove hurdles to seasonal work, such as the currently complex interactions with social security benefits. Whilst we cannot be wholly dependent on labour from overseas, we also need to streamline the experience for overseas workers and do more to engage with the countries on which we rely.Finally, we need a focus on initiatives to improve worker safety including unethical practice that harms the reputation of the whole industry.
	RESPONSE_3: The recent urea shortages made it clear that Australia must do more to build resilience into our supply chains, particularly for essential inputs. Diversification of supply is part of the solution, and domestic manufacturing is critical as the only way to limit our exposure to external events. The NFF recommendation to establish an advisory council will help ensure we are better prepared to deal with potential future disruptions.When I speak to people in the Monash electorate, a recurring theme is the poor quality of our roads. I believe the NFF’s recommendation to allocate funding for first and last mile issues will be critical to protecting our local farm sector’s supply chain. Without heavy vehicle road access, our farm businesses are severely limited. I also support funding to address issues with our international freight supply chains, and to help create regional hubs that bring workers and services closer to farms.
	RESPONSE_4: Many people in Monash have told me their telecommunications services are unreliable, and their stories are repeated throughout regional Australia. Digital connectivity is crucial to engage in modern society and an important enabler of innovation and economic growth. We can’t expect farmers to be competitive in a global market with one hand tied behind their back.I support the Faster Internet for Regional Australia Bill, as well as the NFF’s recommendation for an enduring Regional, Rural and Remote Telecommunications Fund. Ongoing, dedicated funding is needed to address the digital divide between Australian cities and the regions by continuing to deploy new infrastructure and improve service levels. The National Broadband Network has made a difference but has not yet delivered on its original promise. I also support ongoing Regional Tech Hub funding. It plays such an important role in helping people understand their options and make the most of available services.
	RESPONSE_5: I am hearing our community wants urgent action to reduce emissions as much and as soon as possible, to ensure the best future for our children. Many farmers have told me of concerns dealing with a changing climate. I support an ambitious goal to achieve net zero by 2035, which the IPCC says is needed to keep warming to 1.5 degrees. Tasmania is already at net zero, so with the right policy and investment, this goal is achievable. Climate change action does not mean sacrifice – it means building, prospering and future proofing. It will lead to lower costs of living, more jobs, and a thriving future. Federal subsidies for solar panels and batteries on farms will provide significant energy costs savings, as well as avoiding disruption to power supply. I also support the NFF’s recommendation to establish frameworks that engage farmers and landowners more actively in the transition decision-making process.


