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Injury and deaths caused by wild dogs hunting livestock can have a significant negative impact

on primary production; however, another problem caused by wild dogs and foxes is their
potential to pass abortion causing parasites into cattle herds. This further highlights the
importance of efficient and effective wild dog and fox baiting and trapping programs being
maintained through areas of Victoria where these species are prolific. The parasite “Neospora
caninum”, commonly known as Neospora, can be transferred as simply as cattle grazing on
pastures or from feeders that have been contaminated with wild dog faeces. Like Pestivirus
(BVDV), pregnant females that have ingested this parasite can pass it onto calves in utero and

then run the risk of either:
1. Aborting their foetus (typically late term)

2. Producing a calf that is a Neospora carrier. If these carrier calves are female,
they can then also cause further problems, by infecting or aborting their own
foetus when they in turn reproduce, potentially causing losses through several

generations.

On the North Coast of New South Wales, Neospora is thought to be the cause of 30% of all
abortions in cattle. Supporting this, a research project was conducted in Queensland which
consisted of 3,700 beef cattle from 25 different management groups all confirming Neospora

was detected in the herds.

The perpetuation of Neospora in beef and dairy herds can also lead to further infection in fox,
and wild and domestic dog populations if they ingest contaminated afterbirth. This leads to
constant potential exposure of a herd to infection. In some severe cases, massive production
losses can be incurred due to “abortion storms”, where a large number of abortions occur in a
short period of time, and some studies suggest that Neospora is a leading cause of abortion in

Australian herds.

Unfortunately, there is currently no vaccination available or definitive method of protection or
control that producers can employ to help protect their herd against Neospora.



Prevention is one of the best measures that can be utilised to
minimise losses. Minimising the number of wild dogs and foxes
present, and (where possible) reducing the scavenging of afterbirth
by wild and domestic dog populations, will aid in decreasing the
number of carriers and reduce transfer of the parasite within and
between cattle and dog populations. If significant abortions are
observed in a herd, blood tests, or tests on aborted foetuses can be
performed to determine if Neospora is the cause of the loses.

While being able to provide no simple answers to producers is
frustrating, having a methodical approach will assist them, and
minimise losses as much as possible. This includes:

e  Being aware that Neospora can cause abortions in cattle
e  Be observant and monitor abortion losses

e Iflosses are being incurred, establish what is actually
causing them

e Be proactive about reducing wild dog and fox numbers

e  Before making any decisions about culling, discuss with
your vet and undertake appropriate blood and/or foetus
testing to establish what the status of your herd is in
relation to Neospora infection, and what the best course
of action for your specific situation will be

For more information, please contact Stock Sense on email at
stocksense@vff.org.au

https://www.thecattlesite.com/diseaseinfo/222/neosporosis/

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-
forestry/agriculture/livestock/animal-welfare/pests-diseases-
disorders/neosporosis

Disclaimer: All care is taken in the preparation of the information and published materials
produced by the Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) including but not limited to errors,
defects or omissions in the information provided. VFF does not make any representations
or give any warranties about the accuracy, reliability, completeness, or suitability for any
particular purpose in the preparation of the information and published materials. This
publication is intended for general information purposes only and does not constitute
financial, legal, investment, production, or marketing advice. To the maximum extent
permitted by law, the VFF and all persons acting on behalf of the VFF in preparing
documents, are excluded from all and any liability for any loss or damage of any kind
arising in relation to this publication including any reliance on the information contained

herein.



