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1. What local infrastructure priorities will you support to help
benefit farming business/communities in the electorate you are
running for?
RESPONSE: Being a safe regional seat, Wannon does get left behind when it comes to
infrastructure spending. I'd prioritise improving communications access- both phone
and internet-to make sure farmers and regional communities can remain connected
and competitive. As well as that, road funding has been a consistently raised topic
from my thousands of conversations with locals, so would do what I can to make
sure they were maintained and upgraded much better than we're getting at the
moment. Our vehicles have to be road-worthy, so our country roads should be
vehicle-worthy too!

2. How will you (or your party) address the agriculture labour crisis
and support farmers in getting the workers they need on-farm?
Background: Australia’s agricultural industry is experiencing widespread labour challenges
which threaten the viability of many farming businesses. These challenges have been
compounded by COVID-19, and border restrictions which have severed access to overseas
workers. Labour shortages result in produce going uncultivated and unpicked; productivity
being choked; and the viability of farm businesses being challenged. The next Australian
Government must act urgently to attract domestic and overseas workers to end this crisis.
RESPONSE: Businesses across many sectors are crying out for workers, and farmers are at the
forefront of that group. Unfortunately, the government's Visa requirements are
overly restrictive, expensive, complicated, and in some instances leaving farmers
vulnerable to a worker leaving as soon as they arrive from overseas, wasting
precious time and money. I would endeavour to streamline this system, while also
investing in regional education to encourage local young people to take up a career
in agriculture. This would tie in with a national housing plan to make sure any
workers that are available are able to find suitable accomodation close to the farm.

3. How will you (or your party) work to safeguard Australia’s farm
sector from future supply chain disruptions?
Background: Agricultural supply chains stretch deep into global markets, enabling Australian
farmers to sell their produce across the world. Recent turbulence in the global economy has disrupted
many of these supply chains. Export and critical input supply chains, such as fuel, fuel additives,
agricultural chemicals and fertilisers, almost came to a grinding halt in 2021. These near misses
threatened to have a profound impact on Australia’s economy and society. Action is needed as
Australia transitions to a ‘new normal’ for international trade and supply chains. Australia needs a
collective government-industry civil society approach to establishing robust contingencies for the
next inevitable supply chain disruption, and a strategy for domestic manufacturing strategy for
highly-vulnerable critical inputs.
RESPONSE:
Well for one, I wouldn't use a domestic election to stir up unnecessary trouble with one of our
most important trading partners... But other than that, as an Independent who prides himself on
listening to the experts, I'd probably be straight on the blower to you guys, the Victorian
Farming Federation, as well as my local and national contacts to help form a plan to navigate
the challenges of agriculture through the next few decades. One that centred on maximising the
opportunities for self sufficiency, while grasping a strong international demand for Australian
product. I know when to step back and take advice from industry, so can't wait to help be a part
of sculpting great policy for a sector that makes up 21% of direct jobs in my electorate.

4. How will you (or your party) support farmers to access the
telecommunications services needed to grow their businesses?
Background: Australia’s farm sector has a vision to be Australia’s next $100 billion dollar
industry by 2030. Achieving this vision requires significant innovation – including in how we
connect regional Australians to critical telecommunications services. Economic modelling has
found that adoption of digital agriculture can add an estimated $20.3 billion to farm output,
and lift the Australian economy by an estimated 1.5% ($24.6 billion) by 2030. Of course,
realising this potential requires adequate connectivity for farms – regardless of how remote
they are.
RESPONSE:
Farmers are great at maximising efficiencies, so by rolling out better communications and
investing in digital agriculture, the sector has so much potential to be the next economic
powerhouse of our country. Government should be at the forefront of helping our prime
producers maximise their output, so rather than a cost, I see this area as an investment in our
country that will have benefits all the way from the farm, to the plate, to the federal budget
figures.

5. How will you (or your party) arm farmers with the information
and tools needed to respond to a changing climate and to
participate in carbon markets?
Background: Climate change will play a major role in Australian agriculture’s next decade,
exacerbating climate risk while creating diverse new income opportunities. The VFF supports
an economy-wide aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050 provided:
-

there are identifiable and economically viable pathways to net neutrality, including
impacts from inputs such as energy; and

-

Commonwealth and State legislation is effective, equitable and helps deliver onground programs that benefit agricultural interests and do not create unnecessary
regulatory impediments.

RESPONSE:
Climate change is a global problem that we can help fix with local solutions. It's essential that
we assist farmers to seize the opportunity this challenge presents us with: Improving soil.
Efficient energy and water use. Expanding subsidies to include electric and hydrogen.
Everything needs to be on the table, and clear and effective communication from government
combined with ambitious but sensible time frames will ensure we minimise the devastating
impact farmers could feel if we fail to act. It's so encouraging to see the agricultural sector
already leading the way too, with the Australian Beef Council amongst others already having a
net zero target. But government needs to stop time wasting and dive into the challenge as well,
from which we will see a multitude of benefits, not the least of which being saving our planet.

