Candidate Name: Allan Hicken
Party: Pauline Hanson One Nation Party
Electorate: Monash, Victoria

1. What local infrastructure priorities will you support to help
benefit farming business/communities in the electorate you are
running for?
RESPONSE: Number of things to ease the struggles and benifit farming Communties:

# Introduce sustainable base load power generation to bring down the
power costs and flatten the curve from the fluctuating market from
renewables being weather dependant.
# Advocate ways to get NBN to remote black spot areas.
# Implement a foreign investment review board.
# Government backed rural lending fund to safeguard Australian farmers
throughout drought and other natural weather events.
# Build dams and increase the supply to Australian farmers as required.

2. How will you (or your party) address the agriculture labour crisis
and support farmers in getting the workers they need on-farm?
Background: Australia’s agricultural industry is experiencing widespread labour challenges
which threaten the viability of many farming businesses. These challenges have been
compounded by COVID-19, and border restrictions which have severed access to overseas
workers. Labour shortages result in produce going uncultivated and unpicked; productivity
being choked; and the viability of farm businesses being challenged. The next Australian
Government must act urgently to attract domestic and overseas workers to end this crisis.
RESPONSE: Get rid of the Mandates.

3. How will you (or your party) work to safeguard Australia’s farm
sector from future supply chain disruptions?
Background: Agricultural supply chains stretch deep into global markets, enabling Australian
farmers to sell their produce across the world. Recent turbulence in the global economy has disrupted
many of these supply chains. Export and critical input supply chains, such as fuel, fuel additives,
agricultural chemicals and fertilisers, almost came to a grinding halt in 2021. These near misses
threatened to have a profound impact on Australia’s economy and society. Action is needed as
Australia transitions to a ‘new normal’ for international trade and supply chains. Australia needs a
collective government-industry civil society approach to establishing robust contingencies for the
next inevitable supply chain disruption, and a strategy for domestic manufacturing strategy for
highly-vulnerable critical inputs.
RESPONSE:
Australia should be able to be self-sufficient and not so reliant on other countries, we should never grind
to a halt if an international supply chain is broken. Free trade agreements have been detrimental to
Australia's products,
One Nation will increase tariffs to prevent inferior products out competing Australian products/ produce,
personally I would like to see a shelf tax placed on none Australian made products to be incurred by the
wholesaler to encourage Australian made products sales.
One Nation will restore Australia's essential 90-day fuel security policy with on-shore oil reserves and the
capacity to refine fuels for domestic supply.

4. How will you (or your party) support farmers to access the
telecommunications services needed to grow their businesses?
Background: Australia’s farm sector has a vision to be Australia’s next $100 billion dollar
industry by 2030. Achieving this vision requires significant innovation – including in how we
connect regional Australians to critical telecommunications services. Economic modelling has
found that adoption of digital agriculture can add an estimated $20.3 billion to farm output,
and lift the Australian economy by an estimated 1.5% ($24.6 billion) by 2030. Of course,
realising this potential requires adequate connectivity for farms – regardless of how remote
they are.
RESPONSE:

A good position to start would be to look at the closest little towns and see if they are
black spots & if it's viable to build additional housing to help with the housing shortage
we are seeing through-out Monash, with additional housing/ residents it is easier to
attract telecommunication investment to set area and expand the services out to
remote areas,
This area I would need to do more research in and see what other options are available
but if estimations are correct it definitely seems like an area we need to look into.

5. How will you (or your party) arm farmers with the information
and tools needed to respond to a changing climate and to
participate in carbon markets?
Background: Climate change will play a major role in Australian agriculture’s next decade,
exacerbating climate risk while creating diverse new income opportunities. The VFF supports
an economy-wide aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050 provided:
-

there are identifiable and economically viable pathways to net neutrality, including
impacts from inputs such as energy; and

-

Commonwealth and State legislation is effective, equitable and helps deliver onground programs that benefit agricultural interests and do not create unnecessary
regulatory impediments.

RESPONSE:

I'm sorry I don't have an answer for this question at this time, all I can say is if elected I
will be working closely with the farming community and as issues arise we would be
doing our best to have these issues resolved.
One Nation and I believe Net Zero targets are a dangerous concept for Victoria; we
don't destroy our front yard (Australia) while our neighbour's yard (China/ India etc.)
flourishes

