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1. What local infrastructure priorities will you support to help
benefit farming business/communities in the electorate you are
running for?
RESPONSE:

Road and rail investment, including getting the Inland Rail Project going
Connectivity - mobile phone and internet infrastructure must be prioritised.
Mental health hubs for rural and regional Australians
Regenerative farming funding for farmers wanting to transition to sustainable farming
techniques in the Australian landscape
Climate change mitigation funding for farmers wanting to reduce their carbon footprint
Clear pest-control management strategies with input from farmers
Investment in free TAFE and University places for rural and regional students

2. How will you (or your party) address the agriculture labour crisis
and support farmers in getting the workers they need on-farm?
Background: Australia’s agricultural industry is experiencing widespread labour challenges
which threaten the viability of many farming businesses. These challenges have been
compounded by COVID-19, and border restrictions which have severed access to overseas
workers. Labour shortages result in produce going uncultivated and unpicked; productivity
being choked; and the viability of farm businesses being challenged. The next Australian
Government must act urgently to attract domestic and overseas workers to end this crisis.
RESPONSE:

The main problem has been COVID and the drastic reduction in travel from usual
worker pools. The second issue is the poor payment of these workers and exploitation
by some of these workers. The third has been the lack of housing in regional Australia.
Labor will raise the rate of pay to a minimum wage and enforce it. This may well drive up
the cost of goods, but that is probably as it should be and raised wages across the
board will mean people can afford it. We have been artificially depressing prices of
foodstuffs for too long and farmers have been wearing it. This results in poor practices
like not paying workers fairly.
We’ll also build 30,000 affordable homes in regional Australia, provide up to 15%
guarantee for first home buyers in regional Australia, and also offer up to 40% equity

3. How will you (or your party) work to safeguard Australia’s farm
sector from future supply chain disruptions?
Background: Agricultural supply chains stretch deep into global markets, enabling Australian
farmers to sell their produce across the world. Recent turbulence in the global economy has disrupted
many of these supply chains. Export and critical input supply chains, such as fuel, fuel additives,
agricultural chemicals and fertilisers, almost came to a grinding halt in 2021. These near misses
threatened to have a profound impact on Australia’s economy and society. Action is needed as
Australia transitions to a ‘new normal’ for international trade and supply chains. Australia needs a
collective government-industry civil society approach to establishing robust contingencies for the
next inevitable supply chain disruption, and a strategy for domestic manufacturing strategy for
highly-vulnerable critical inputs.
RESPONSE:

This isn’t going to be popular with your members, probably, but we need to transition to
renewables and electrify all our machinery ASAP. Let’s not rely on importing fuel from
the USA, Russia, the UAE if we don’t have to. We also need to move away from
chemical fertilisers and focus on organic fertilisers instead. We can (and do) make
compost, manure and other organic fertilisers locally and they’re more effective and
don’t kill soil microbiome. We need to make more things here so we’re not reliant on
buying them from countries with whom we are barely in civil discussions. We need to do
things profoundly differently or we’ll just keep getting the same results.

4. How will you (or your party) support farmers to access the
telecommunications services needed to grow their businesses?
Background: Australia’s farm sector has a vision to be Australia’s next $100 billion dollar
industry by 2030. Achieving this vision requires significant innovation – including in how we
connect regional Australians to critical telecommunications services. Economic modelling has
found that adoption of digital agriculture can add an estimated $20.3 billion to farm output,
and lift the Australian economy by an estimated 1.5% ($24.6 billion) by 2030. Of course,
realising this potential requires adequate connectivity for farms – regardless of how remote
they are.
RESPONSE:

This is a massive concern and the LNP have frankly let rural and regional Australians
down for the past decade. Labor would have built a fibre to the node NBN, not this
monstrosity of a failed network we have now. We need to get a national plan for
connectivity on the table and properly regulate the telecommunications industry so it
provides a minimum level of connectivity for ALL Australians as a government service.
We need to roll out innovative solutions ASAP. Labor has announced our ‘Better
Connectivity for Rural and Regional Australia’ plan you can find out more about here”
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/better-connectivity-for-rural-and-regional-australia-plan

5. How will you (or your party) arm farmers with the information
and tools needed to respond to a changing climate and to
participate in carbon markets?
Background: Climate change will play a major role in Australian agriculture’s next decade,
exacerbating climate risk while creating diverse new income opportunities. The VFF supports
an economy-wide aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050 provided:
-

there are identifiable and economically viable pathways to net neutrality, including
impacts from inputs such as energy; and

-

Commonwealth and State legislation is effective, equitable and helps deliver onground programs that benefit agricultural interests and do not create unnecessary
regulatory impediments.

RESPONSE:

Labor as already announced 450,000 free TAFE and 20,000 university places in areas
like agronomy, sustainable agriculture and so on. We have our plan to reduce emissions
by 43% by 2030 on the table and I note the NFF has supported this plan. We need to
accept that we cannot just keep farming as we have been - we’re running out of water,
arable land and we’re sending major species to extinction faster than any other country
on earth.
We must stop selling off our best farmland to fracking and coal mining. We need to
establish strong re-forestation projects with integrity that will provide carbon credits for
farmers. We need national approaches for water, deforestation and land clearing,
wildlife corridors and soil health. This is a complex set of problems and we need

How will you (or your party) respond to the needs of farming
communities in dealing with the Murray-Darling Basin Plan?
Background: The Murray-Darling Basin Plan continues to challenge the farm sector. After a
decade of implementation, farmers are fatigued, Basin communities are weary, many
struggle to keep up as implementation remains vexed and there does not appear to be any
end in sight. Governments must all work together to provide farmers with certainty and
confidence, adapt the plan and develop alternative solutions. Basin communities must not
be faced with the prospect of more water buybacks. A pathway beyond 2024 must be
articulated, utilising the pathways identified in the Productivity Commission report.
Appropriate and balanced engagement with affected communities, respecting farmers’
rights, and developing collaborative and supported outcomes remain key tasks for the
process - especially in the context of constraints and Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment
Mechanisms (SDLAM).

RESPONSE:

The current MDBP is a joke and illegal. We must accept that the huge river system that
sustains 60% of our farmland is dying under the current plan. This is another wicked
policy problem that needs to be addressed rather than ignored. The MDBP doesn’t align
with the Water Act and that’s where we need to start.

