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1. What local infrastructure priorities will you support to help
benefit farming business/communities in the electorate you are
running for?
western part of the Casey electorate is largely urban, e.g., Lilydale, Chirnside Park, Belgrave, Montrose. Several townships within the area
RESPONSE: The
have a tourist-based economy, with also an increasing population of retirees, and many workers commuting to places of employment, e.g.,
Healesville, Yarra Junction, Warburton. However, there is also significant farming activity.
A major problem for many local farmers is lower average rainfall due to global heating. The Greens are committed to doing everything possible
to address this problem.
Vicforests has been clearfelling native forest in many areas directly uphill of farming communities, leading to lower water table levels and soil
erosion, with serious impacts on farms such as strawberry growing. While this is a State issue, Federal parliament needs to enforce the
“Regional Forest Agreements” and revise them to give adequate protection to native forests.
Public transport is a problem in the area, which may impact farmers because their casual workers need a car to commute for activities like grape
harvest and strawberry picking. The Greens have a long record of advocating for funding to be redirected from metropolitan roads to statewide
public transport. This is part of our election platform.
Part of our Agriculture policy is: "Protection of prime agricultural land, water and infrastructure from urban expansion, mining, inappropriate
biofuel crops and other competing uses and encroachments." https://greens.org.au/vic/policies/agriculture-policy
Infrastructure such as roads and electricity supply is not a problem in our area.

2. How will you (or your party) address the agriculture labour crisis
and support farmers in getting the workers they need on-farm?
Background: Australia’s agricultural industry is experiencing widespread labour challenges
which threaten the viability of many farming businesses. These challenges have been
compounded by COVID-19, and border restrictions which have severed access to overseas
workers. Labour shortages result in produce going uncultivated and unpicked; productivity
being choked; and the viability of farm businesses being challenged. The next Australian
Government must act urgently to attract domestic and overseas workers to end this crisis.
RESPONSE: Greens policy on immigration and refugees is relevant to this question:

https://greens.org.au/policies/immigration-and-refugees
If refugees and asylum seekers were treated fairly and humanely, they would
fill the urgent gap in available farm labour. People on temporary visas, for
example from Pacific islands, need to be given fair and equitable living and
working conditions, motivating them to come to Australia.
We believe that improving the pay and other benefits of farm workers to be
equivalent to other unskilled and semiskilled occupations will help to solve this
problem.

3. How will you (or your party) work to safeguard Australia’s farm
sector from future supply chain disruptions?
Background: Agricultural supply chains stretch deep into global markets, enabling Australian
farmers to sell their produce across the world. Recent turbulence in the global economy has disrupted
many of these supply chains. Export and critical input supply chains, such as fuel, fuel additives,
agricultural chemicals and fertilisers, almost came to a grinding halt in 2021. These near misses
threatened to have a profound impact on Australia’s economy and society. Action is needed as
Australia transitions to a ‘new normal’ for international trade and supply chains. Australia needs a
collective government-industry civil society approach to establishing robust contingencies for the
next inevitable supply chain disruption, and a strategy for domestic manufacturing strategy for
highly-vulnerable critical inputs.
RESPONSE:
Several points in our Agriculture policy are relevant to this question. https://greens.org.au/vic/policies/agriculture-policy
The Greens strongly advocate for regenerative and organic agriculture, which UN research shows to be at least as productive as chemical based practices.
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/rethinking-food-systems Such a transition will have many advantages, one of them being reduced reliance on
imports of pesticides and artificial fertilisers.
Part of our policy platform is “Support for initiatives that increase local product quality and nutrition, local value-adding and local distribution, fair prices for
farmers, and the promotion of Victorian produce to the Australian community.” We can compensate for export difficulties by improving local markets,
incidentally reducing financial and environmental costs.
Part of the supply chain problem is petroleum products. We advocate for support for the development and use of biofuels which are derived from agricultural
waste, or from biofuel crops grown to rehabilitate marginal and degraded land.
We are committed to rebuilding Australia’s self-sufficiency so that we are less reliant on imports. https://greens.org.au/platform/economy

4. How will you (or your party) support farmers to access the
telecommunications services needed to grow their businesses?
Background: Australia’s farm sector has a vision to be Australia’s next $100 billion dollar
industry by 2030. Achieving this vision requires significant innovation – including in how we
connect regional Australians to critical telecommunications services. Economic modelling has
found that adoption of digital agriculture can add an estimated $20.3 billion to farm output,
and lift the Australian economy by an estimated 1.5% ($24.6 billion) by 2030. Of course,
realising this potential requires adequate connectivity for farms – regardless of how remote
they are.
RESPONSE:

This PDF file sets out Greens policy on telecommunications
https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2019-04/Greens%202019%20policy%20platform
%20-%20NBN%20of%20the%2021st%20century%20%28April%202019%29.pdf
It is clear that this is exactly what you recommend.

5. How will you (or your party) arm farmers with the information
and tools needed to respond to a changing climate and to
participate in carbon markets?
Background: Climate change will play a major role in Australian agriculture’s next decade,
exacerbating climate risk while creating diverse new income opportunities. The VFF supports
an economy-wide aspiration of net zero emissions by 2050 provided:
-

there are identifiable and economically viable pathways to net neutrality, including
impacts from inputs such as energy; and

-

Commonwealth and State legislation is effective, equitable and helps deliver onground programs that benefit agricultural interests and do not create unnecessary
regulatory impediments.

RESPONSE:
Thank you for this question. The answer is central to what the Greens are about. In fact, our climate goals are far more ambitious.
https://greens.org.au/policies/climate-change-and-energy
Like the whole of our policy platform, it has been costed by the independent Parliamentary Budget Office, so we know it is practical and affordable. In fact,
when implemented, our climate policies will generate considerable employment and export opportunities.
Renewable energy infrastructure can be a significant source of income for farmers. This essay in The Conversation cites the National Farmers Federation
as favouring the concept: https://theconversation.com/renewables-need-land-and-lots-of-it-that-poses-tricky-questions-for-regional-australia-156031

Solar panel arrays can cover dams and irrigation channels, which cools them and reduces evaporation. They can be mounted high enough to share land with
grazing animals.
Hosting large wind turbines is also compatible with agricultural land uses.
Part of the benefits of regenerative agriculture is improving the carbon-storing capacity of soil. This not only directly improves farming productivity, but can
yield a source of income via carbon credits.

